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THE OUTSIDE DOESN’T MATTER 

 
  In 1892 Ellis Island opened its doors to welcome what would 
become millions of immigrants to the hopes and dreams that 
our great nation promised.  Every nationality, religious belief, 
and cultural difference one could imagine walked through those 
doors.  But every one of those immigrants before, during, and 
after have at least two things in common.  A beating heart and a 
dream for a better tomorrow. 
 
  With the exception of our Native American ancestors, every 
one of us is a descendant from a wide-eyed, fearful, but 
hopeful, red blooded immigrant.  We are all related to the same 
melting pot ingredients, separated only by the number of 
generations since our first ancestors landed in this great 
country. 
 
  Not every hope and dream becomes reality, and sometimes 
reality can be a harsh awakening.  But despite the many walls 
that most of our ancestors faced, they survived as evidenced by 
our existence today. 
 
  We may individually have very little knowledge of where our 
heritage’s origins begin, but you can bet that our ancestors from 
hundreds of years ago did not look as we do today nor 
necessarily have the same spiritual beliefs or cultural 
understanding.   
 
  What all of our ancestors, as well as each of us today, have in 
common is what exists under the skin.  It’s what makes us 
human: our heart, our blood, our intelligence, our soul.  And if 
each of us can look beyond what is insignificant on the outside 
and embrace what’s common on the inside, we all are the same, 
we all become family, we all become one…and hope for peace 
is not far away. 
 
  The reality is our community, our Credit Union membership, 
and our staff all consist of a wonderful blend of gender, ethnic, 
religious, and cultural differences and beliefs.  These varied 
traits are all the result of thousands of family trees, each with 
their own unique and storied history and all with some element 
of immigrant status.  It is what makes us American, it is what 
makes us human, and it is what makes each of us beautifully 
unique.   
 
  Every day at the Credit Union, the interaction of all of these 
differences is what makes each day special.  We are a melting 
pot and cooperative with a common bond, and we are thankful 
for what we have and proud of who we are!   
 
  The holidays are a time that we can all embrace and celebrate 
our heritage.  Being thankful is an action.  Please take time this 
season to not only give thanks for where you came from, but 
also for who surrounds you.  Take time to share this 
appreciation with someone who is having a difficult time being 
thankful for where they are in life.  Take 30 seconds to tell 
someone why they are special and what makes them beautifully 
unique.  Reach across cultural divides and spread the message 
of compassion, thanksgiving, and gratefulness.  These small 
gestures can help heal a community and, possibly, help heal a 
nation. 

A BUSY WEEK AHEAD 

  Beginning with Thursday, November 29th we have Luminaria 
at the Recreation Center gym; Friday, November 30th is the 
Christmas Tree lighting at Frank Crowe Park; and Saturday, 
December 1st is Santa’s Electric Night Parade, Doodlebug Craft 
Bazaar, and Santa’s Picture Party.  It is an awesome time of 
year in Boulder City, Nevada! 

WORDS OF WISDOM 
 
  Faith is taking the first step even when you don't see the whole 
staircase. 
 
                                 Martin Luther King, Jr.  


